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HOLY SERVICES, PRAYERS & MEETINGS 
Fridays : 06.45 am - 07.25 am Night Prayer, Morning Prayer 
 : 08.30 am - 10.30 am  Holy Qurbana 
 : 07.00 pm - 07.30 pm Evening Prayer 
 : 07.30 pm - 09.00 pm Holy Qurbana 
Sundays : 07.30 pm - 08.00 pm Evening Prayer 
 : 08.00 pm - 09.30 pm Holy Qurbana
Wednesdays : 07.30 pm - 08.30 pm Evening Prayer &
 Intercessory Prayer for St. Mary
Saturday, Monday, Tuesday : 07.00 pm - 07.30 pm Evening Prayer 
Thursdays : 07.00 pm - 09.15 pm Holy Confession, Evening Prayer
 Intercessory prayer to St. Thomas
 Church  Prayer  Meeting  & Choir Practice
Sunday School : 10.45 am - 12.10 pm All Fridays
Marth Mariam Samajam : 11.00 am - 12.20 pm All Fridays
M.G.O.C.S.M : 11.00 am - 12.20 pm All Fridays
Youth  Movement  : 11.00 am - 12.20 pm All Fridays

P.O. Box : 2563, Dubai - UAE   Tel : 04-337 1122, Fax : 04-335 2252   Email : stthomas@emirates.net.ae  
www.stthomascathedraldubai.org

MGOCSM
Regular Meeting (10.45 am to 12.00 pm) on every Friday.
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ST. THOMAS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL - DUBAI

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School Regular classes will continue from 10.00 AM to 12.30 PM on every Friday.

Rev. Fr. T. J. Johnson Vicar & President 050 2108180 frtjjohnson@gmail.com
Rev. Fr. Lany Chacko Asst. Vicar  050 8379905 frlanychacko@gmail.com
Sunil C. Baby Trustee 050 6588970 sunilcbaby@gmail.com
Thomas K. Monichan Secretary 050 6742773 thomas.monichen@alfuttaim.ae
Mathai Chacko Jt. Trustee 050 6542260 mathaiem@eim.ae
Kurian Philip Jt. Secretary 050 5259310 kurianphilipdxb@gmail.com

AREA PRAYER MEETING SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL - 2014
DATE & DAY  WEEK 
26-04-2014 FOURTH SHARJAH/ROLLAH 
SATURDAY  Mr. Manoj Mathew (M-325)
  Old Cash & Carry Supermarket Bldg ( Freij Al Muweilah Grocery )
  Flat No: 402,Near Al Ahli Supermarket Bldg.
  Muweileh, Sharjah

26-04-2014 FOURTH SATWA 
SATURDAY  Mr. George Mathew (G-194)
  Flat No. 38, Golden Fork Bldg.
  Near Satwa R/T, Satwa

28-04-2014 FIFTH LULU VILLAGE  
MONDAY  Mr. Jobby George (J-371)
  Axis Resedense-8,  Flat No.514
  Dubai Silicon Oasis

SONAPUR PRAYER MEETING - EVERY FRIDAY EVENING AT EVERHOT CAMP@17 : 00 - 19 : 00 HRS

ST. THOMAS ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT
11 - 4 - 2014    DEBATE
20 - 4 - 2014    Easter celebration@ Sonappoor
Regular Meeting (10.45 am to 12.00 pm)

Divyabodhanam Class - Every Monday  8 pm to 9.30 pm (To increase general  awareness of 
the Bible,  Church History &  Basic Believes of the Malankara Orthodox Sabha.)

OCYM Job Cell - Highly active Job Cell that matches job seekers with employers from   
a wide range of sectors.
(More Informations Contact Co-ordinator, Mr. Shiju Thankachan : 052 6901433)

Email : ocymdubai@gmail.com     Website: www.stthomasocymdubai.org
Job Cell : jobcellocymdubai@gmail.com
More Informations Contact: Secretary Mr. Anto Abraham : 055 5468982
EVERY SATURDAY  4.30 pm - 6.30 pm    MALAYALAM CLASS

MOMS 
Regular Meeting (10.45 am to 12.00 pm) on every Friday.

CHURCH OFFICE BEARERS - 2014 

New Members joined in the month of March, 2014
   
Name  Cardex Area Home Parish
 
Varghese Mathew Mannikoikal V-268 Al Qusais St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Vakayar
Manu Thomas M-366 Satwa St. Mary’s Orthodox Maha Edavaka, Koodal
Lenin Mathew L-065 Karama St.Mary’s Orthodox Valia Cathedral, Kumbazha 
Chandy Thomas  C-129 Sharjah St. Mary’s & St. John’s Orthodox Church, Kuruchi
Mishal J. Cherian M-365 Hor Al Anz St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral, Puthiacavu
Ommen Jacob O-031 Port Saeed St.Thomas Orthodox Church, Broad Way
Renith Mathew R-278 Bur Dubai St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral, Puthiacavu
Femimol Jose F-003 Bur Dubai St. John’s Orthodox Syrian Church, Kunnamkulam
John Thoppil Joseph J-626 Muhaisna St. George Orthodox Valiapalli, Kanakappalan
Dony Isaac Chacko D-075 Al Nahda St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral, Puthiacavu
Ajith Abraham A-352 Al Rashidia  St. Thomas Orthodox Church, Eraviperoor
Blesson Varghese B-324 Al Nahda St. George Orthodox Church, Puthoor
Binu K. Chacko B-325 Al Quasis St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Venmoney
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H.G. Geevarghese 
Mar Philoxenos

Metropolitan

CATHOLICATE
RATHNA
DEEPAM

Pray for us

H.G. Kuriakose Mar Gregorios MetropolitanSt.George, The martyr

ImtXmen°m Zn\mtLmjw
G{]n¬ 11 sh≈n

ImtXmen°m Zn\miwkIƒ



Iq\n-bmb kv{Xosb kuJy-am-°p∂p
Bcm-[-\-bpsS alXzw shfn-s∏-Sp∂

kw`-hw. apS-ßmsX Bcm-[-\-bn¬ kw_-
‘n®v tNmZn-®-Xn¬ D]-cn-bmbn A\p-{K-l-
ßƒ t\Sp∂ Hcp kv{XobpsS A\p-`-hw.
]Xn-s\´p sIm√-am-bn´pw tcmKw amdm-Ø-Xn-
\m¬ ]ndp-]n-dp-°msX ssZhsØ X≈n-°-
f-bmsX apS-ßmsX ssZhm-e-b-Øn¬ Bcm-
[-\bv°p t]mIp-∂-Xmb kv{Xo. Ah-fpsS
Iq\n-s\-°p-dnt®m Akp-J-sØ-°p-dnt®m
]cn-̀ hw IqSmsX ÿnc-ambn Bcm-[-\-bn¬
kw_-‘n-°p-∂p. Cu kv{XobpsS Bcm-
[\mXmev]cyw F¥p-am-{X-sa∂v \ap°v a\-
 n-em-°-Ww. ssZhm-e-b-Øn¬ sN∂v Bcm-
[n -°p-∂-hs‚ lrZbw ImWp∂ Hcp
ssZhsØ \ap°n -hnsS ImWp-hm≥
Ignbpw. Bh-iy-ßfpw ]cm-Xn-Ifpw ]cn-`-
h-ßfpw H∂pw ChnsS Db¿Øp-∂n-√. Bcm-
[n-°p∂ a\p-jys‚ imco-cn-Ihpw am\-kn-
I-hp-amb Bh-iy-ßƒ Adn™v ssZhw
ASpØp hnfn®p klm-bn-°p-∂p. {]tXyI
Bh-iy-ßƒ H∂pw ]d-bmsX lrZ-b-\p-dp-
°-tØmsS ssZhsØ Bcm-[n-°p-∂-hs\
ssZhw ImWp-∂p. Iq\n-bmb kv{Xo ]Xn-
hp-t]mse apS-ßmsX Bcm-[-\-bn¬ t]mbn.
18 h¿j-ambn Iq\n -°q\n \S-∂-hƒ
ssZhsØ kvXpXn-®p-sIm≠v ho´n-te°p
t]mIp-∂Xp henb t\mºns‚ G‰hpw
henb {]tXy-I-X-bm-Wv.

ssZhm-eb Bcm-[-\-bpsS khn-ti-j-X-Iƒ
\ap-°n-hnsS ImWmw. (1) ]q¿Æ-hn-izmkw˛D-
d® hnizm-k-amWv Bcm-[-\-bpsS ASn-
ÿm\w. (2) If-¶-a‰ kao-]-\w- -̨ssZ-hsØ
ImWp-∂Xv lrZ-b-ip-≤n-bp-≈-h¿ BWv. (3)
kvtXm{X-amWv Bcm-[-\-bn¬ Bh-iyw.

18 h¿j-ambn kmØm≥ _‘n-®n-cp-∂
kv{Xo F∂mWv tbip-X-ºp-cm≥ Ch-sf-°p-
dn®v ]d-bp-∂-Xv. Ah-fpsS Np‰p-h-´-a-√msX
as‰m∂pw icn-bmbn ImWp-hm≥ Ign-bp-
∂n√. Ah-fpsS BI-am\ ho£-W-sØbpw
tcmKw ]cn-an-X-s∏-Sp-Øn-bn-cn-°p-∂p.

k`m-Zn-\hpw ]nd-hn-Ip-cp-S\pw
A‘-Im-c-Øn-em-bn-cp∂ {]Imiw I≠n-

´n-√m-Ø-hs\ {]Im-i-Øn-te°v sIm≠p-h∂v
Ahs\ temI-Øns‚ Zriy-ku-`m-Ky-ßƒ
A\p -` -hn -∏n -°p -hm≥ tbmKy -\m -°n -
Øo¿°p∂ kw`-h-am-Wv. C∂sØ Nn¥m-
hn-j-bw. hgn-b-cnsI Ccp∂p `n£-bm-Nn-
°p∂ Ipcp-S≥ C∂p-hsc Ah≥ tbip-
hns\ I≠n-´n-√. tbip-X-ºp-cm≥ sNøp∂
AZv̀ p-X -{]-hr-Øn-I-sf-°p-dn®v a‰p-≈-h¿ ]d-
™p -tI-́ n´p≈ Adnhp am{Xsa Ah-\p-≈q.
F¶nepw Ah≥ tbip-hn-t\mSv At]-£n-
°p-∂p. tbip-X-ºp-cm≥ asÆ-SpØv tNdp-Ip-
g®v Ahs‚ IÆn¬ ]pc-´p∂p. BZysØ
ssZh-kr-jvSn-I-fn-sem∂v aÆm-W-t√m. aÆp-
sIm-≠m-Wt√m a\p-jys\ cq]m-¥-c-s∏-Sp-
Øn-b-Xv. AXv G‰hpw henb kº-Øm-Wv.
aÆv sNfnbpw Agp-°p-a√ Du¿÷hpw
i‡n-bp-am-Wv. aÆm-Wt√m ̂ e-aq-em-Zn-Iƒ
krjvSn-°p-∂-Xv. temI-Øns‚ lcn-X-tim`
aÆns‚ Zm\-am-Wv. "Ab-bv°-s∏-´-h≥'
F∂¿∞-ap≈ "iotemlmw' F∂ Ipf-Øn¬
sN∂v Igp-Ip-tºm-gmWv Ah\p ImgvN e`n-
°p-∂-Xv. im_-Xn¬ tbip-X-ºp-cm≥ kuJy-
am-°n-b-Xn¬ im_-Xp-ew-L\w F∂ XmXzn-
I-{]iv\w ]co-i-∑m¿ D∂-bn-°p-∂p. im_Xp
ewLn-®-h≥ ssZh-k-∂n-[n-bn¬ \n∂p h∂-

h-\√ F∂ Btcm-]Ww tbip-hn¬ Btcm-
]n-°p-∂p. \ymb-{]-amWw A£-co-I-ambn
BN-cn-°p∂ ]co-i-∑m¿°v tbip-hns‚
Znhy-{]-h¿Ø-\-ßƒ Dƒs°m-≈m-hp-∂-
Xnepw A∏p-d-am-bn-cp-∂p. Ab-ev°m¿°v
kuJyw-{]m-]n® Ipcp-Ss\ a\- n-em-°p-∂-
Xn\v km[n-®n-√. "Ch≥ Xs∂tbm, Ch-s\-
t∏m-ep-≈-ht\m' F∂-h¿ kwi-bn-®p.
I¿Øm-hn¬ \n∂p e`n® kuJyw
A{Xbv°p Ip‰-a-‰-Xm-bn-cp-∂p. Ipcp-S\p e`n®
kuJyw Dƒs°m-≈p-hm≥ Ah¿°p Ign-
™n-√. amXm-]n-Xm-°-fm-Is´ Ah-cpsS
aI\p e`n® kuJysØ°pdn®p ]q¿Æ-
t_m -[ -ap -≈-h¿ Bbn -cp -∂n´pw B
bmYm¿∞ysØ ]pdØp- ]-d-bp-hm≥ ss[cy
ImWn-®n-√. bYm¿∞-Øn¬ I¿Øm-hns‚
{]hr-Ønsb DZvtLm-jn-°p-∂-Xn¬ Ah¿
]cm-P-b-s∏-́ p. Cu aq∂p Iq´cpw bYm¿∞-
Øn¬ kXysØ IÆ-S®v Ccp-́ m-°p-I-bmWv
Ch¿ kXy-\n-tj[w \S-Øp-∂p. Bflo-b-
amb A‘-Imcw Ch¿°v D≠m-Ip-∂p.

Hmim--\˛"tlmi∂m' F∂ hm°n\v
"Ct∏mƒ c£n°' F∂mWv. IjvS-X-bnepw
{]bm-k-Ønepw A]-I-S-Ønepw Bbn-cn-
°p∂ P\w Xß-fpsS cmPm-hn-t\mtSm
ssZh-tØmtSm \ne-hn-fn®p ]d-bp-∂-XmWv
"tlmi∂m'. Imem-¥-c-Øn¬ kzoI-c-W-hm-
°mbn amdn-sb-¶nepw ChnsS Cu hm°p-
Iƒ A¿∞-h-Øm-Wv. kam-[m-\-Imw-£n-bmb
cmPm-hmWp Igp-X-bpsS ]pdØv Fgp-s∂-≈p-
∂-Xv. IpXn-c-bpsS ]pdØp-h-cp∂ cmPm-hm-
Is´ bp≤-k-∂m-l-ß-tfm-sS-bmWp hcp-∂Xv.
I¿Øm-hn\p Igp-X-sb-s°m≠v Bh-iy-
ap≠v. I¿Øm-hns‚ k∂n-[n-bn-te°v Igp-
Xsb sIm≠p-h-∂-t∏mƒ AXp I¿Øm-
hns\ hln-°p∂ Hcp arK-ambn amdn. \mw
_e-lo-\-cm-Wv. A{]m-]vX-cm-Wv. F∂m¬
ssZh-Øn-\mbn ka¿∏n®p Ign-bp-tºmƒ
\mw ssZh-Øn\p sIm≈m-hp-∂-h-cmbn
Xocpw. Igp-X-bpsS as‰mcp {]tXy-IX kuay-
amb Hcp arK-amWv Igp-X. AXns\ Bcpw
{i≤n-°m-dn-√. AXn¬ bm{X sNøp-∂-h-sc-
bmWv {i≤n-°p-I. Igp-X-bpsS Xe Aev]w
XmWn-cn-°pw. bm{X-°m-cs‚ apI-fn-te°v
AXv Db-cp-I-bn-√. Hmtcm {InkvXym-\nbpw
kzPo-hn-X-Øn¬ I¿Øm-hns\ ImWn®p
sImSp-°-Ww. Ahs\ hln-°p∂ Igp-X-
bmbn amd-Ww. Bflo-b-X-e-Øn¬ Aev]w
hf¿∂p Ign-™m¬ Xß-fpsS Xe Db¿∂p
\nev°-W-sa∂v B{K-ln-°pI kzm`m-hn-I-
amWv. \mw ssZh-Øns‚ apºn¬ Igp-X-bm-
Ip-tºm-gm-Wv Ah≥ \Ωn¬ Fgps∂-≈p-
∂Xv.

{InkvXp-hns‚ sbcp-i-te-an-te-°p≈
{]th-i-\-Øn\p Ahn-SpsØ A\p-K-an-®n-
cp∂ kaqlw \evIp∂ {]Xn-I-cWw {it≤-
b-am-Wv. GsXmcp Xo¿∞m-S-I- kaqlØn\pw
B\µw \evIp∂ A\p-̀ -h-am-Wv. tZhm-ebw
ÿnXn-sN-øp∂ ]´-W-Øn-te-°p≈ {]th-
i\w. {InkvXp sbcp-itew ssZhm-e-b-Øn-
te°v {]th-in-°p-tºmƒ injy-k-aqlw
ImWp-∂Xv Zo¿L-h¿j-ambn Hcp P\X
]pe¿Ønb {]Xo-£-bpsS km£m-XvIm-c-
amWv. sbcp-i-te-an-te-°p≈ bm{Xbpw
ssZhm-e-b-{]-th-i-\hpw kΩn{i {]Xn-I-c-W-
ß-fmWv Df-hm-°p-∂-Xv. Hcp-h-iØv ssZhm-
e-b -{]-th-i-\-Øns‚ kt¥m-jhpw adp-h-
iØv \K-c-Øn-s‚bpw ssZhm-e-b-Øn-

s‚bpw bYm¿∞ ÿnXn-hn-tijw Df-hm-
°p∂ ZpxJhpw ImWmw. kam-[m-\-Øn-
s‚bpw, ssZh-km-∂n-≤y-Øn-s‚bpw CS-am-
bn-cn-t°≠ \Kcw kam-[m\w \jvS-am-°nb
CS-ambn amdn-b-Xns‚ thZ\ {InkvXp shfn-
s∏-Sp-Øp-∂p. {InkvXp-hns‚ sbcp-i-te-an-te-
°p≈ bm{X Ah-km-\n-°p-∂Xv ssZhm-e-
b-Øn-em-Wv. ssZhm-e-b-{]-th-i-\hpw Bcm-
[-\bpw Xo¿∞m-S-I-cpsS Pohn-X-Ønse
A\¿L-\n-an-j-ß-fm-Wv.

s]klm
s]klm Hcp {][m\ s]cp-∂m-fm-Wv.

CXn\v Ncn-{X-]-c-amb ]›m-Ø-e-ßƒ D≠v.
Ncn-{X-]-c-ambn blq-Z¿°v an{k-bo-anse ASn-
a-Ø-Øn¬\n-∂p≈ hnSp-X-embpw (]p-d.
12:11,21,27) {InkvXp-hns‚ _en-bpsS \ng-
embpw (1-sIm-cn. 5:7˛8) CXn\p {]m[m\yw
D≠v. tbip injy-∑m-tcm-sSm-∂n®v BtLm-
jn® s]k-lm-s]-cp-∂mfpw AXn\p apºv
Xm≥ injy-∑m-cpsS Im¬ Igp-In-bXpw
{InkvXob ip{iq-j-bpsS aIp-tSm-Zm-l-c-W-
ß-fm-Wv. injy-∑m-cpsS Im¬ IgpIn XpS-®-
tijw tbip Ah-tcmS v ]d -™Xv
"I¿Ømhpw Kpcp-hp-amb Rm≥ \nß-fpsS
Im¬ IgpIn F¶n¬ \nßfpw XΩn¬Ø-
Ωn¬ Im¬ Igp-tI-≠-Xm-Ip-∂p.'

a¿t°m-kns‚ amfn-I-bn¬ I¿Ømhv ]d-
™-X-\p-k-cn®v injy-∑m¿ s]klm Hcp°n.
I¿Ømhp injy-∑m -cp -ambn AhnsS
s]klm BN-cn-°p-∂p. AØmgw Ign-™-
tijw I¿Ømhv Ip¿∫m\ ÿm]n-°p-∂p.
A∏w FSpØp hmgvØn \pdp°n injy¿°p
sImSp-°p-∂p. hmßn ̀ £n-∏n≥ CXv Fs‚
ico-c-am-Ip∂p F∂p ]d-™p. FSp-Øp,
hmgvØn, \pdp°n sImSpØp F∂ {]tbm-
K-ßƒ ka-kvX-tem-I-Øns‚bpw c£bv°p
\nZm-\-ß-fmb I¿Ω-ß-fm-Wv. I¿Ømhp
ÿm]n® IqZm-i-bmWv hn. Ip¿∫m\. Cu
IqZmi {][m-\-ambpw c≠p Imcy-ßƒ
{]Zm\w sNøp-∂p. ]m]-tam-N-\hpw \nXy-Po-
h\pw \evIp-∂p.

]p\-cp-∞m-\w˛tbip-hns‚ Dbn¿∏mWv
ss{IkvXh hniz-k-Øns‚ ASn-ÿm-\w.
\ΩpsS hnizm-k-Øns‚ ASn-ÿm-\hpw
CXp-X-s∂-bm-Wv. "{InkvXp Dbn¿sØ-gp-t∂-
‰n -´n -√m -sb-¶n¬ Rß-fpsS {]kwKw
hy¿∞w; \nß-fpsS hnizm-khpw hy¿∞w.'
(1sImcn. 15 : 14) . tbip - {In -kvXp -hns‚
Dbn¿∏n\p {][m-\-ambpw aq∂p sXfn-hp-I-fm-
Wp-≈-Xv. H∂m-a-Xmbn, iq\y-amb I√-d.
tbip-hns\ kwkvI-cn® I√d iq\y-am-bn-
cp-∂p. (a¿t°m.16:1˛8, eqt°m 24:1˛12, tbml.
20:1˛10). c≠m-a-Xmbn tbiphns‚ {]Xy-£-
s∏-S¬. ""BgvN-h-́ -Øns‚ H∂mw-\mƒ Bb
Znh-kw, t\cw sshIn-b-t∏mƒ injy-∑m¿
Ccp∂ ÿeØv blq-Z-∑msc t]Sn®p
hmXn¬ AS-®n-cns° tbip h∂v \Sp-
hn¬\n-∂p-sIm≠v "\nßƒ°p kam-[m\w'
F∂p ]d-™p''. (tbm-l.20:19). tbip
Dbn¿sØ-gp-t∂-‰- tijw BZyw- {]-Xy-£-s∏-
Sp-∂Xv aKvZ-e-a-dn-b-Øn-\m-Wv. ]n∂oSv ]e
kµ¿-̀ -ß-fn-embn injy-∑m¿°v {]Xy-£-s∏-
Sp-∂p. aq∂m-a-Xmbn At∏m-kvX-e-∑m-cpsS ]Tn-
∏n-°-ep-Iƒ. tbip D∞m\w sNbvXn-cn-
°p∂p F∂ hm¿Ø e`n-°p-Ibpw AXp
t_m[y-ambn Xocp-Ibpw sNbvX-t∏mƒ apX¬
Ah-cpsS {]kw-K-Øn-s‚bpw {]h¿Ø-\-Øn-
s‚bpw ASn-ÿm\w tbip-{In-kvXp-hns‚
Dbn¿∏m-Wv. (A-t∏m. {]hr. 2:22-˛24, Kem.
2:22) kXy-Øn-s‚bpw [m¿Ωn-I-aq-ey-ß-fp-
sSbpw Dbn¿sØ-gp-t∂-ev]mWv {InkvXp-
hns‚ Dbn¿∏v. tbip-{In-kvXp-hns‚ Dbn¿∏v
hy‡n-Po-hn-X-Øn¬ A\p-̀ -hn-°p-hm≥ Ign-
bp-tºm-gmWv CuÃ-dn\v A¿∞-ap-≠m-Ip-∂Xv.

CuÃ¿ Biw-k-I-tfmsS

[ym\Nn´IÄ 
Fr. T.J. Johnson, Vicar & President

In a few short days we will end our forty-
day journey of the Great and Holy Lent, 

and we will prepare to enter the most 
solemn and holy week of the Church 
year-the week of our Lord’s Holy Passion. 
Our Lord invites us to walk with Him 
through this life-giving, awesome, and 
spiritually moving week of prayer, fasting, 
and liturgical movement. As we gather in 
our Church at the Resurrection service, 
anxiously awaiting the proclamation of 
the Easter, in those few brief moments 
when the church will be darkened, we 
will be able to contemplate the vast 
difference between light and darkness-
between the darkness of this world and 
the Light of Christ. “I am the Light of the 
world. He who follows Me shall not walk 
in darkness, but have the light of life.” 
(John 8.12).

For Christians, the death of Jesus really 
only has understanding when seen within 
the framework of the resurrection story. 
From the greatest darkness, Christianity 
is able to see the greatest light. Perhaps 
that is the monumental message that 
Christianity has to offer the world - in faith 
there is no ultimate darkness. In faith, 
while troubles may assail, we are each 
able to see our way through to find the
goodness that may not be at first evident.
It does not negate the pain and suffering 

that we, or others, may experience; at no 
time is the death of Jesus downplayed 
in the Easter story. Rather, there is an 
awareness that when we are able to pull 
back and see the greater picture there is 
a peace that comes from understanding.
Old things are dying and being 
transformed into new things. Things 
that are being cast down, are being 
resurrected or raised up. Change is in the 
air when God is involved. Old gives way 
to new. Death gives way to life. Deadness 
is transformed into something new and 
vital and life giving. Easter is about the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead, and 
about the triumph of eternal life over 
death. In this regard christian life is a life 
of “dying and rising”-a life of dying to 
selfishness, violence and isolation and
rising into a new community in company 
with many brothers and sisters and with 
relationships transformed. When Christ 
rose he transformed human relationships. 
A new kind of world was born. With 
the resurrection comes new hope, new 
possibilities, new life, new promise, and 
change.

Indeed the Resurrection of Christ brought 
new understanding and consciousness 
into the world.  Until Jesus’ death, life had 
an end.  However in Christ’s Resurrection, 
death became a transitory position from 
the worldly to the heavenly, the passage 
to eternity.

The events that unfolded during holy week 
with the betrayal, trials and judgments, 
afflictions and suffering, crucifixion and
burial brought with them the victorious 
Resurrection which gave new dawning 

to mankind.  With this new hope came 
meaning and value to life with the great 
plan to bring mankind closer to God.
Since life on this earth is so brief, it 
is crucial that we use the gift of the 
Resurrection Light to cast aside the 
darkness of hatred, evil, and disunity 
in our lives, in our communities, and 
throughout the world. We must allow the 
new life that comes through the empty 
tomb of Christ to bring a new life of love, 
peace, and harmony to our lives by which 
we may truly “embrace one another…
and…forgive all things.” Please clear your 
personal schedules during Holy Week in 
order to spend as much time as possible 
attending the daily services, studying the 
Holy Scripture readings, and praying the 
hymns of the day. Upon the completion of 
our forty-day journey through the Great 
and Holy Lent, and through the week of 
our Lord’s Passion, we behold the Light 
of Christ-“Come receive the Light from 
the Unwaning Light, and glorify Christ 
Who Is risen from the dead.” let us most 
importantly allow this Light to enlighten 
our hearts, souls, and minds. Let the Light 
of Christ shine so brightly in and through 
you, that the whole world will know that, 
“Christ is risen from the dead, and by His 
death, He has trampled down death, 
and to those in the tombs, He bestows 
eternal life.” Pray that the light and hope 
of Christ’s victory over death might bring 
light to every dark place, hope to all who 
currently journey through the valley 
of the shadow of death; and courage 
and strength to those who struggle for 
justice.

May God Bless us all 

Fr. Lany Chacko 
Asst. Vicar 
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