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Celebration of liberty extends to individual
rights and personal autonomy. By nature
people don't like to be told what they
may or may not do. So, inevitably freedom
became more and more personal, often
voiced by the motto, “l have the freedom
to do whatever | wish, as long as it doesn't
hurt anyone else.”

Is that kind of autonomy a valid implication
of our human freedom? Is there any way
to know where the proper application of
liberty ends and the abuse of freedom
begins?

Of all his creation God created us to be
the most like him. He gave us the ability
to make choices. But the meaning of life
is inextricably connected to God. Vaclav
Havel, the great Czech leader said, ‘The
tragedy of modern man is not that he
knows less and less about the meaning of
life, but that it bothers him less and less.’
You cannot separate your accountability
to God from what you do in and with
your body. Paul wrote, ‘For none of us
lives to himself alone and none of us dies
to himself alone. If we live, we live to the
Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So,
whether we live or die, we belong to the
Lord.’ (Romans 14:7-8)

Mankind has unique abilities among God’s
creatures, such as the ability to reason,
the freedom to choose, and the capacity
to grasp spiritual realities. God created
mankind as similar to himself as any finite
being could be. Not even angels have the

imago dei—the image of God. Even so, we
are not autonomous little demigods.

The qift of freedom is the most powerful
possession of humanity. Inherent in this
gift is the choice to live in communion
with God or to rebel and withdraw from
God. God gave our progenitors broad
liberty to choose, and this is precisely
where the first temptation confronted
them. In the one area where God limited
their freedom, the first humans chose to
be autonomous. They willfully crossed the
only boundary God had set for them. As a
result they forfeited much of their freedom,
and became enslaved to an evil power, the
devil. That’s how sin entered the world—
mankind chose to reject God's command
and to violate the restriction he had placed
upon them. No other earthly creature had
freedom to choose to transgress the limits
God had placed on them.

When people try to exercise total
autonomy, they act contrary to their very
nature as created beings.

In the garden the couple rejected God’s
order and chose the serpent/Satan
instead,and we all have suffered ever since.
Christian freedom is not individualistically
configured.This is what Paul presents in
his analogy of the Church as “the body of
Christ,” with each part of the community
playing its part (whether large or small) to
enhance the community.

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus }



as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and
built up in him.” (Colossians 2:6-7).

Life in Christ is the true freedom. It is about
living the life God intended humankind to
live; a life that is based on loving service.
Therefore the life we share with and in
Christ draws us to truth and freedom.
Truth and freedom are the consequences
of a living and ever growing relationship
with Christ. There can be no truth i.e. life
in Christ without freedom and there can
no freedom without being caught in the
embrace of divine-human love which is
Christ’s.Our drawing near to Christis an act
of freedom. We choose to draw near not
because of fear of hell or the desire to gain
heaven.( Cf.S.Gregory of Nyssa, The Life of
Moses) Freely we draw near as a response
to God'’s overture of love manifested in his
sending us his only begotten Son.

Freedom in Christ is a never ending ascent
to God. Yet, this ascent, through Christ’s

birth, death and resurrection cannot be
perceived as a withdrawal from the world.
“For God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have
ever lasting life.” (Jn. 3:16) The world is the
context in which we come to know Christ
who is Truth. It is the context in which we
live out our freedom in Christ.

Our freedom demands that we learn from
Christ how to take upon ourselves the
burdens and sins of the world so that with
him we too become servants to and for
the life of the world. With perseverance,
patience and the resolve to bear the
weight of human agony and fear our
freedom will teach us how to counter
indifference, tyranny, self righteousness
and hardheartedness. Serving Christ as
Lord, rooting your self-understanding and
value system in Him, is foundational to
becoming free.

[

L.L H.G. Augen Mar Dionysius

L.L H.G. Augen Mar Dionysius: A Life of Prayer and Service to the Poor H.G.
Augen Mar Dionysius thirumeni was a great spiritual leader of the Malankara
Indian Orthodox Church. He was born on July 1, 1955 as the son of Mr. Mathai
Kurian and Mrs. Saramma Kurian. He was a brilliant student and completed his
degree in B.Sc Physics and post graduate degree in History. Later he joined the
Orthodox Theological Seminary, Kottayam and completed his theological studies
in 1980 and passed out as the best outgoing student.

He was ordained as a deacon on May 21, 1979. He was ordained as a priest (Fr.
Zachariah Perangattu) on August 30, 1980 by His Holiness Baselius Marthoma
Mathews I, the Catholicos of the East. He was elevated as Remban (Very. Rev.
Augen Ramban) on December 5, 1992 by H.H. Baselius Marthoma Mathews
Il. He was elevated as a Metropolitan (H.G. Augen Mar Dionysius) on March 5,
2005.

He had served many roles including the Secretary of the Catholicos Baselios
Marthoma Mathews | for 16 years, Manager of Devalokam Aramana, Manager
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of Valikattu dayara, Diocese secretary of Kottayam Central, President of the
Baselios Charitable Society and Resident Manager of the Engineering College,
Peerumedu.

He took over as the Metropolitan of Idukki diocese on July 1, 2005. During the
two years of his tenure as the metropolitan, there has a diligent effort to address
many of the issues faced by the people. He has provided effective leadership for
the reconstruction of churches and other projects benefiting the poor people of
Idukki. During his lifetime he dedicated himself to his Heavenly Father’s will and
served the poor. His life was a life of prayer and service to the poor.

H.G. Augen Mar Dionysius passed away in an accident on June 6, 2007. He was
on his way to distribute books to poor students. He lived serving the poor and he
died serving the poor. On June 07, 2007, he was laid to rest at Valikattu Dayara.
May his soul rest in peace. May all of us be inspired by his life and service to the
poor. May his prayers guide us. |
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KUDUMBASANGAMAM 2015
AUGUST 18th - TUESDAY

VENUE : ST. PETER’S & ST. PAUL’'S ORTHODOX CHURCH
(PARUMALPALLY) AUDITORIUM - PARUMALA

please register your name and contact details
for more details contact church office
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1. Peter: (Greek: Petros meaning ‘Rock’) — Peter was one of the most prominent
of the 12 disciples. He was a natural spokesperson and also the leader of
the early Christian church. His original Hebrew name was Simon, a common
popular Hebrew name. Jesus gave him a name ‘Kephas‘, an Aramaic name.
John translated into it Greek ‘Petros* meaning Rock. (John 1:42 — “you will be
called Cephas.”) Peter was a native of Bethsaida (John 1:44), was the brother
of Andrew, lived in a fishing town-Capernaum. (Mark 1:29) He was a fisherman
by occupation on the Sea of Galilee. He was a married man. (Mark 1:30, 1 Cor
9:5)

2. John: (Meaning — God is gracious) John was originally the disciple of John
the Baptist(John 1:35), and was introduced to Jesus in John 1:35-39. He was
the brother of James and the son of Zebedee. He lived in Capernaum in Galilee,
but most probably a native of Bethsaida. He was a fisherman on the Sea of
Galilee along with his brother and father. (Mark 1:19-20). He was one of the three
disciples, closest to Jesus, the others being Peter and James.

3. James: (Greek lakobos-the English word for Jacob meaning Israel or he who
supplants his Brother). James was the son of Zebedee (Mark 4:21), the older
brother of John (Mat 17:1), by occupation a fisherman along with his brother and
father at the Sea of Galilee, in partnership with Peter and Andrew. (Luke 5:10).
He was the first disciple (apostle) to be martyred. (Acts 12:2)

4. Andrew: (Greek-Andreas, meaning ‘Manly’, man), was the brother of Simon
Peter, the son of Jonas, lived in Capernaum like his brother, , and was a fisherman
by occupation. He brought Peter, his brother, to Jesus. (John 1:25-42)

5. Philip: (Greek — Philippos, meaning ‘Lover of horses’). He was a close friend
of Andrew and Peter, and a native of Bethsaida (John 1:44). Jesus called Philip
near Bethany where John the Baptist was preaching (John 1:43). He was the one
who persuaded and brought Nathaniel to Jesus. (John 1:45-51)



6. Bartholomew: (Greek-bartholomaios meaning Son of Talmai). He is
mentioned in all the four lists of the apostles in the New Testament. There is no
other reference to him in the New Testament.

7. Thomas:(Greek-Thomas from Aramaic-te’'oma meaning ‘twin’) He is also
called ‘Didymus’ or ‘the Twin’ (John 11:16, 20:24, 21:2). When Jesus appeared to
the apostles after His resurrection, Thomas was not present with them. Later on,
when the disciples told him about Jesus’ appearance, he would not believe them,
until Jesus showed Himself a week later. (John 20:24-29).

8. Matthew: (Greek-maththaios-meaning ‘gift of Yahweh’) is also called ‘Levi’
(Mark 2:14, Luke 5:27). He was a tax collector by occupation. Jesus called him to
be one of his disciples, when he was at the tax office (Mat 9:9, Mark 2:14). He is
ascribed to be the author of the Gospel according to Matthew.

9. James: He was one of the apostles of Christ. He was the son of Alphaeus.

10. Thaddaeus: He is mentioned in two of the four lists of Jesus’ disciples. (Mat
10:3, Mark 3:18). In the other two lists he is variously called as Jude of James,
Jude Thaddaeus, Judas Thaddaeus or Lebbaeus. Nothing else is known about
him apart from the mention of his names in the two lists.

11. Simon the Zealot: He is another disciple of Jesus. He was a member of a
party later called as the ‘Zealots’ (Matthew 10:4, Mark 3:18)

12. Judas Iscariot: He is the disciple who betrayed Jesus. His last name ‘Iscariot’
is from the Hebrew word ‘Ish Kerioth® meaning ‘a man from Kerioth’, a place
in the south of Judah (Joshua 15:25). He was a treasurer of the group. (John
12:6,13:29). After his betrayal of Jesus, he grieved for his actions and committed
suicide. (Matthew 27:5). He is always mentioned last in the list of apostles.

13. Matthias: After Judas committed suicide after his betrayal of Jesus (Matthew
27:3-10), the eleven disciples selected Matthias as the twelfth disciple. Acts
1: 23-26 — So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known
as Justus) and Matthias. Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart.
Show us which of these two you have chosen to take over this apostolic ministry,
which Judas left to go where he belongs.” Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to
Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. [ |



PARISH BUWETIN

______________________________________________________________

New Members Joined In May 2015

Cardex Name Area Home Parish

R311  Reni Mathew Diera St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral, Mavelikara

$610  Shinu M. Varghese Karama Mar Gregorios Orthodox Church, Nellimala

$612  Shoby Varghese Al'Nahda 2, Qusais St. George Orthodox Church, Kunnam

129 Ittey Cheria Jacob Al Nahda 2, Qusais Paryaram Mar Aprem Orthodox Church

J659  JinuT. Philip Yousuf Baker Road Mar Gregorious Orthodox Church, Thonikadavu
M381  Manesh N.Varughese Yousuf Baker Road St. George Orthodox Church, Kadapra Bethlehem
R312  Rento George Rajan Satwa St. Mary’s Orthodox Syrian Church, Thoduvakkadu
S611  Dr. Sajith Mathew Al-karama St. Stephen'’s Church, Koothatukulam

$613  Shinu C. George Qusais St. John's Orthodox Valiyapally, Pathichira

S614  Subin G. Raju Al Nadha 2, Qusais St. George Orthodox Syrian Church, Puthur

J660  JiluThomas Bur Dubai St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Karattukunnel

B349  Bobby C. John Al Qusais St. mary’s Orthodox Church, Perissery

M382  Manu Gracyvila Mathew Al Nadha Mar Gregorios Orthodox Church, Chembur, Bombay
R309  RobinP.John Rashidiya/sonapur/aweer  St. George Orthodox Church, Chennithala

$615  Sunil Raj Edwin Qusais 1 Mar Gregorios Orthodox Church, Chembur.
T302  Thomas Puthenpurayil John  Karama St. George Orthodox Church, Karipuzha

B350  Binu Philipose Al Qusais St. George Orthodox Church, Bombay

H6 Happy Varghese Karama St. Thomas Orthodox Cathedral, Adoor

J658  lithin Babu Al Qusais St. Ignatius Orthodox Maha Edvaka, Kaipattoor
K156  Kunjappy Chacko Al Quoz St. Thomas Orthodox Syrian Church, Sooranad
T301  K.K.Thomas Satwa St. Thomas Orthodox Church, Kirkee, Pune

J661  lJincy Mary Jose Karama St. Stephen’s Orthodox Syrian Church, Kattanam
T303  Thomas Joseph Maliakal Al Nadha, Sharjah Kottayam Cheriapally Orthodox Maha Edavaka
R310  Reji George Naif, Al Baraha St. George Orthodox Church, Kottanad

SERVE GOD;

OVBS 2015

&y

- -

OV BS 2015

SAVE YOUR PLANET

Registrations Open....

Thomas Orthodox gét_p_edral, Dubai

www.facebook:com/OVBSDXB



SUNDAY SCHOOL

Regular Sunday school class 10:30am to 12:30pm

OVBS teachers orientation 5th June (12:30pm to 3:30 pm)

Half yearly exam on 12th June 2015( rescheduled)

Half yearly result will be published on 19th June 2015

0VBS 2015 will be from 18th June to 25th June 2015 ( 5pm to 8pm)

Sunday School closes for summer vacation 26th June 2015

Registration for the OVBS 2015 is in progress. Please register as soon as possible

ST. THOMAS ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT
Ocym Program

Enviornment Day Celebration

Blood Donation

Merit Award

Malayalam classes - Every Saturday 4.30 pm - 6.30 pm

Divyabodhanam Class - Every Monday 8 pm to 9.30 pm (To increase general awareness of the Bible,
Church History & Basic Believes of the Malankara Orthodox Sabha.)
More Informations Contact: Biju Thankachan - 050-7387846

0CYM Job Cell - Highly active Job Cell that matches job seekers with employers from a wide range of sectors.
More Informations Contact: Manoj Thomas - 050-8829454

Library - Library opens every Friday after the holy mass. Morethan 10,000 collection of books in various topics.
Especially the books available for children. Library membership will be available for all the church members.
Contact Mr. Abraham - 0552956071

Email : ocymdubai@gmail.com  Website: www.stthomasocymdubai.org

Job Cell : jobcellocymdubai@gmail.com

MGOCSM
Regular Meeting

MOMS

Moms Program
Regular Meeting

Unit Level Competition
Medical Check-up
Health Awareness Class
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Youth Movement

Nasrapi-Adukkala 08:05.2015.

M5 GT SE, Thomas. Dithbdox Cathedral Dubal, UAE
e A L F -

Nasrani Adukala Inauguration

HOLY SERVICES, PRAYERS & MEETINGS

Fridays :06.45 am - 07.25 am
:08.15am - 10.30 am
Fridays :07.00 pm - 07.30 pm
:07.30 pm - 09.00 pm
Sundays :07.30 pm - 08.00 pm
:08.00 pm - 09.30 pm
Tuesdays :05.30 am - 07.00 am
Wednesdays :07.30 pm - 08.30 pm

Saturday, Monday, Tuesday :07.00 pm - 07.30 pm

Thursdays :07.00 pm-09.15 pm
Sunday School :10.45am-12.10 pm
Marth Mariam Samajam ~ :11.00 am - 12.20 pm
M.G.0.C.5.M :11.00 am - 12.20 pm

:11.00am - 12.20 pm

Retreat :09.00 am -12.30 pm

Night Prayer, Morning Prayer

Holy Qurbana

Evening Prayer

Holy Qurbana

Evening Prayer

Holy Qurbana

Holy Qurbana

Evening Prayer & Intercessory Prayer for St. Mary
Evening Prayer

Holy Confession, Evening Prayer
Intercessory prayer to St. Thomas
Church Prayer Meeting & Choir Practice
All Fridays

All Fridays

All Fridays

All Fridays

All Wednesdays
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AREA PRAYER MEETING SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE - 2015

DAY&DATE WEEK  AREA NAME CARDEX ADRRESS
01-06-2015  FIRST  PORT SAEED & PAULOSE K.P. P-047  Flat No. 718, Al Rashid Bldg, No-124-349
MONDAY HOR AL ANZ AlRiqa Street, Nr. Taj Palace Hotel, Deira Dubai
02-06-2015  FIRST  KARAMA TANISH VARGHESE T-255
TUESDAY EMIL ABRAHAM E-033  VENUE: ST. THOMAS ORHODOX CATHEDRAL, DUBAI
BIMITH ABBY B-307
02-06-2015  FIRST AL GHUSAIS OOMMEN VARKEY 0-030 Flat No. 105, Al Yasi Bldg.,
TUESDAY Behind Al Bustan Cener
Mobile : 050 -5522341
06-06-2015  FIRST  ALSHAB VARGHESE KUNJU V-122  Flat No. 329, Al Mamzar Center Bldg.,
SATURDAY Abu Hail
13-06-2015  SECOND AL QUOZ REJIVARGHSE R-174  Flat No. 105, Al Khail Gate, Bldg. No. 2-1,
SATURDAY JEBEL ALI Al Khail Gate - Al Quoze
Mobile : 052-7577809
15-06-2015  THIRD  RASHIDIYA MIJU DAVID M-203 Wasloasis, R-446, Block-B, Flat No. 324
MONDAY LULU VILLAGE Muhasinah-4, Lulu Village
Mobile : 050-6761742
15-06-2015  THIRD  MUHASINAH ROBIN JOHN R-309 Samari Residence, Bldg. No. 3
MONDAY LULU VILLAGE Flat No. 423, Rasl Khor
Mobile : 055-3475369
16-06-2015  THIRD AL GHUSAIS ROYCE PAUL R-065 Flat No. 208, Al Razooki Restaurant
TUESDAY Behind Grand Hotel
Mobile : 050-6409454
16-06-2015 THIRD  KARAMA KOSHY SAMUEL K-098 Flat No. 201, Al Fallge Bldg.,
TUESDAY Near Anssar Mall, Hamdan Colony, Karama
Mobile : 050-7552817
20-06-2015  THIRD  NAIF GEORGE RAJU G-133  Flat No. 15, 3rd Floor, Baghlaf Bldg.,
SATURDAY YOUSUF BAKER Opp. Naif Bazer Bldg.,
AL BARAHA Mobile : 050-5481756, Tel. : 04-2281232
27-06-2015  FOURTH SHARJAH MATHEW K. SLEEBA M-223  Flat No. 1206, Al-Daghya Tower
SATURDAY AL NAHDA Alnadha-Sharjah
Mobile : 050-7684686, 06-5540372
30-06-2015  FIFTH  KARAMA JOY CHACKO J-336  Flat No. 5, Obaid Rashid Bldg.,
TUESDAY Mobile : 050-4568898 Near President Hotel, Karama

Mobile : 050-6254249

SONAPUR PRAYER MEETING - EVERY FRIDAY EVENING AT EVERHOT CAMP@17 : 00 - 19 : 00 HRS

CHURCH OFFICE BEARERS - 2015
Rev. Fr. Shaji Mathews Vicar & President 052 8711031 Frshajimathews@yahoo.co.in
Rev. Fr. Lany Chacko Asst. Vicar 050 8379905 Frlanychacko@gmail.com
Kuriakose M.M. Trustee 0504611948 kuriakosechennikara@hotmail.com
Thomas Joseph Secretary 050 5537784 fantasymetals@gmail.com
Binu Varghese Jt. Trustee 050 6749320 binul@hotmail.com
John P. George Jt. Secretary 050 6764733 john_padippuram@yahoo.com

Layout & Design - Reji Maramon AL HADYAH-SHJ

P.0. Box : 2563, Dubai - UAE Tel : 04-337 1122, Fax : 04-335 2252 Email : stthomas@emirates.net.ae

www.stthomascathedraldubai.org



