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Fr.Lany Chacko
Asst. Vicar

In our church and tradition family is
everything, and the most important
thing. The loyalty to family is
paramount. Mothers and fathers work
hard to provide for their children,
to make sure that they have more
opportunities to succeed in life. How
many wealthy and highly educated
people tell the story about their parents
who worked hard in their life even
without a proper school education
so their children could have one?
Likewise, children are taught to honor
their father and mother according to
the commandment of God (Exodus
20:21). And these children grow up
to take care of their parents, when
they can no longer take care of
themselves.

In 2 Corinthians 6:16 — 7:1, the
Apostle Paul also talks about the
importance of family. Of course, St.
Paul is not talking about a biological,
nuclear family. He is talking about a
spiritual family where God the Father
is our father and we Christians are His
sons and daughters. That makes all
Christians to be brothers and sisters
of each other. That’s why St. Paul
often addresses his fellow Christians

as ‘brethren’ meaning ‘brothers and
sisters.” In the New Testament in
which Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
tells us that when we pray, we should
pray thus, “Our Father, who art in
heaven...” (Mt.6:13) and He continues
with what we call the Lord’s Prayer.
Thus, Jesus is telling us that God the
Father is our father.

Furthermore, Jesus teaches how we
can become part of His family. While
He was still talking to the multitudes,
behold, His mother and brothers
stood outside, seeking to speak with
Him. Then one said to Him, “Look,
Your mother and Your brothers are
standing outside, seeking to speak
with You.” But He answered and said
to the one who told Him, “Who is My
mother and who are My brothers?”
And He stretched out His hand toward
His disciples and said, “Here are My
mother and My brothers! For whoever
does the will of My Father in heaven
is My brother and sister and mother.”
(Matthew 12:46-50; Mk.3:31-34;
Lk.8:20-21)

Problems arise in our earthly families
when we forget or neglect our spiritual
family. The parents, who work so
hard to provide for their family, can
be workaholics who neglect their
children because they are never
around for them and work always is
more important. High achievement
can be overvalued so that children
do not see their own inherent worth }



and think that they must earn other
people’s love. Sometimes parents
demand honor, loyalty and respect
from their children through abusive
control rather than by unconditional
love. Sometimes these children grow
up and become adults who abuse and
neglect their elderly parents, as well
as their own children.

At that time the disciples came to
Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest
in the kingdom of heaven?”’ Then
Jesus called a little child to Him, set
him in the midst of them, 3and said,
“Assuredly, I say to you, unless you
are converted and become as little
children, you will by no means enter
the kingdom of heaven. Therefore
whoever humbles himself as this little
child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever receives one little
child like this in My name receives
Me. “But whoever causes one of these
little ones who believe in Me to sin, it
would be better for him if a millstone
were hung around his neck, and he
were drowned in the depth of the sea.
(Matthew 18:1-6)

What Jesus is saying is that we (all of
us) must become like little children,
looking to God as our father, like we
looked at our parents when we were
little, with awe, admiration, trust, and
love. If we cause our children to sin,

and there are many, many ways that
can happen, the consequences are a
matter of life and death. Our children
includes both from our biological
nuclear family and from our spiritual
family of the church.

Furthermore, we hear that “Then
little children were brought to Him
that He might put His hands on
them and pray, but the disciples
rebuked them. But Jesus said, “Let
the little children come to Me, and
do not forbid them; for of such is the
kingdom of heaven.” And He laid
His hands on them and departed from
there. (Matthew 19:13-15). Let the
little children come to Jesus. Do we
let them come to Him each day by
praying as a family? What models of
personal prayer are we presenting to
our children? Do we let our children
come to Jesus each and every Sunday
in the Divine Liturgy at our Father’s
house of prayer, the church? What
relative importance do we teach
them about our spiritual family when
neglect them, letting other things take
precedence and often coming late to
worship God our Father? Do we teach
them take care of our spiritual family
by generously supporting it through
financial tithing? Do we leave any
of our material wealth to the God’s
family of the Church when we pass
on from this life?
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St. Jude Thaddeus

St. Jude, Thaddeus, or Lebbeus is son
of Alpheus or Cleophas and Mary. He
was a brother of James the Younger. St.
Jude is the Patron Saint of Hope and
impossible causes and one of Jesus’
original twelve Apostles. He preached
the Gospel with great passion, often
in the most difficult circumstances.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
he made profound differences in
people’s lives as he offered them the
Word of God.

The Gospel tells us that St. Jude was a
brother of St. James the Less, also one
of the Apostles. They are described in
the Gospel of Matthew as the “brethren”
of Jesus, probably cousins.

St. Judeis traditionally depicted carrying
the image of Jesus in his hand.

St. Jude was a true internationalist,

traveling throughout Mesopotamia,
Libya, Turkey, and Persia with St.
Simon, preaching and converting many
people to Christianity. He was credited
with helping the early creation of the
Armenian Church, and other places
beyond the borders of the Roman
Empire.

Ancient writers tell us that he preached
the Gospel in Judea, Samaria, Idumaea,
Syria, Mesopotamia, and Lybia.
According to Eusebius, he returned to
Jerusalem in the year 62, and assisted at
the election of his brother, St. Simeon,
as Bishop of Jerusalem

He is believed to have been martyred in
Persia or Syria around 65 A.D. The axe
or club that he is often shown holding in
pictures symbolizes the way in which he
was killed. His body was later brought
to Rome and placed in a crypt under St.

Peter’s Basilica.
[ )

ST. THOMAS ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT

REGULAR MEETING

Divyabodhanam Class - Every Monday 8 pm to 9.30 pm (To increase general awareness of the Bible,
Church History & Basic Believes of the Malankara Orthodox Sabha.)

More Informations Contact: Moncy Cherian 050-1690102

0CYM Job Cell - Highly active Job Cell that matches job seekers with employers from a wide range of sectors.

Library - Library opens every Friday after the holy mass. Morethan 10,000 collection of books in various topics.
Especially the books available for children. Library membership will be available for all the church members.

Contact Rajoy M. Rajan 052-7714024

Email : ocymdubai@gmail.com Website: www.stthomasocymdubai.org

Job Cell : jobcellocymdubai@gmail.com

MOMS

Regular meeting

MGOCSM

Regular meeting
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CORNER
Bible Quiz

. What is the longest book in the Bible?

o Psalms o Job o Genesis 0 Revelation
. Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?

o Matthew o Luke o Paul o Peter

. Who wanted to kill Jesus when he was a baby?

o Herod o David o Jotham o Agrippa

. Who lived on locusts and wild honey?

o John the Baptist o Elaijah o Ahab o Isaiah

. Who wrote the first five books of the Old Testament??

o Moses o Solomon o Joram o Zedekiah
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Malankara Orthodox Church is an
autocephalous oriental Orthodox
church. It is centered in Kerala, In-
dia. The church is established by St.
Thomas on AD 52. The church is a
fully independent church, recogniz-
ing as its head theCatholicos of the
East, whose office is in Kottayam,
Kerala.

The church believes in the Trinity,
which is one God, subsisting in three
separate persons called Father, the
Son and Holy Spirit.

The church faces many problems in
its history and overcome all threats
of its growth.

The Malankara Orthodox Church
is headed by the Catholicos of the
EastBaselios Mar ThomaPaulose
Il. The word Catholicos means “The
General Head”. )

Book Review

(Extract from the preface to
L.L.H.G. Dr Paulos Mar Gregori-
os’s book, A HUMAN GOD)

“...God is not a topic for talk or a
subject for study. We can sing to
God, praise God, thank God, bow
before God, worship God, love
God, serve God, repent and re-
turn to God when we have gone
astray. We can know God as a
person, but cannot know God as
an object of our cognition. God is
not the same category as objects
in the world...”

“God remains beyond our com-
prehension, but God has come to
us in @ human form — a divine-hu-
man person with whom we deal
better. That person, Jesus Christ,
cannot be mere instrumentality for
our salvation. Christ remains God
while being human.

This too is beyond our conceptual
or logical comprehension. In Christ
we are seized by God’s incarnate
love, and in union with Christ, we
respond to God in faith and grati-
tude....

“We see light, but then we may
soon have to pass through dark-
ness, towards that Horizon that
infinitely beckons us. Even our
knowledge has to be laid aside, as
we pass through the cloud of un-
knowing. It is not knowledge that
helps you advance, but the love
that transfigures....”

H.G Paulos Mar Gregorios e
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HOLY SERVICES, PRAYERS & MEETINGS

Fridays :06.30 am - 07.15 am
:08.15am-10.30am
Fridays :06.45 pm - 07.15 pm
:07.15 pm - 09.00 pm
Sundays :07.10 pm - 07.45 pm
:07.45 pm-09.30 pm
Wednesdays :07.30 pm- 08.30 pm

Saturday, Monday, Tuesday :07.00 pm - 07.30 pm

Thursdays :07.00 pm-09.15 pm

Retreat :09.00 am -12.30 pm

JULY Highlights

Night Prayer, Morning Prayer

Holy Qurbana

Evening Prayer

Holy Qurbana

Evening Prayer

Holy Qurbana

Evening Prayer & Intercessory Prayer for St. Mary
Evening Prayer

Holy Confession, Evening Prayer
Intercessory prayer to St. Thomas
Church Prayer Meeting & Choir Practice
Every Month Second Wednesdays

: 107th Memorial of Saba ThejusPulikkottil Joseph Mar Dionysius Il

: commemorations of the Martyrs St. Kuriakose, Mother MarthYuliethi

03.07.2016 : Commemoration of St. Thomas the Apostle

05.07.2016 : 207th Memorial of Mar Thoma VI

07.07.2016 : 19th Memorial of Zachariah Mor Dionysius Metropolitan
10.07.2016 : 243rd Memorial of YuhanonMorGregorios Metropolitan
12.07.2016

15.07.2016

20.07.2016 : Commemoration of Elijah the Prophet

22.07.2016 : Commemoration of Mary Magdalene

23.07.2016 : 17th Memorial of Geevarghese Mar Diascoros, Metropolitan
31.07.2016

: Commemoration of Mar Gregorios Bar Hebruas
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AREA PRAYER MEETING SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF JULY - 2016

DAY&DATE WEEK  AREA NAME CARDEX ADRRESS

09-07-2016 ~ SECOND JEBEL ALI/ALQUOZ  Biju Philip B-142  Flat No. S-27, Bldg. 71, The Gardens, Jebel Ali

SATURDAY Tel: 050-4570285

16-07-2016  THIRD  SHARJAH/ Sajeev Koshy S-154  Deyaar Building, Flat No. 201, Street 53,

SATURDAY OTHER EMIRATES Ajman, Opp. Ajaman Sport & Cultural Club
Tel: 0506996042, Res: 06 742894

23-07-2016  FOURTH SHARJAH-ALNAHDA Bobby Philip B-008 Flat No. 126, 1st floor, Al Khaleej Complex,

SATURDAY Al Khan Near Mazda Auto Spare Parts

Tel: 052-9005738 / 06-5320684

SONAPUR PRAYER MEETING - EVERY FRIDAY EVENING AT EVERHOT CAMP@17 : 00 - 19 : 00 HRS

CHURCH OFFICE BEARERS - 2016
Rev. Fr. Shaji Mathews Vicar & President 0528711031 frshajimathews@yahoo.co.in
Rev. Fr. Lany Chacko Asst. Vicar 050 8379905 frlanychacko@gmail.com
Johnson D.Y. Hon. Trustee 050 6540115 johnsondy4@gmail.com
Babuji George Hon. Secretary 0556123959 bajigeorge@hotmail.com
Shaji Punchakonam Hon. Jt. Trustee 055 7294045 shaji.punchakonam@gmail.com
Cherian K.K. Hon. Jt. Secretary 050 1736864 cheriandxb@gmail.com

P.0. Box : 2563, Dubai - UAE Tel : 04-337 1122, Fax : 04-335 2252 Email : stthomas@emirates.net.ae

www.stthomascathedraldubai.org




